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mortality tables necessary for such calculations. To 

estimate life expectancy at birth for Roma we used 

a correlation between Child mortality and Life ex-

pectancy at birth and the fi ndings of the survey 

on child mortality among Roma. Based on life ex-

pectancy at birth for the general population of 68.1 

year, we assessed life expectancy at birth for Roma 

at 65.3 years.

Literacy rate for Roma was obtained from the sur-

vey. Data from the survey suggest that the Roma 

have a low literacy rate of 74.9% compared to 94.9% 

for non-Roma surveyed. It should be noted that 

the Moldova Population Census 2004 meansured 

a 98.9 literacy rate2. 

Gross enrolment rates (GER) for Roma and non-

Roma were estimated from the survey basing on 

enrolment rates for each grade and weighted by 

share of children belonging to each age group. 

Combined GER for Roma is estimated at 42.4%, 

while for non-Roma at 83.1%. It should be men-

tioned that HDR2006 use GER for Moldova of 

70.0% with reference to “preliminary national or UNESCO Institute for Statistics estimate, subject to further 
revision”.

GDP for Roma was estimated at the level of 60% of national GDP based on the ratio of Roma/Non-Roma 

incomes from the survey. GDP for non-Roma is assumed to be equal to national GDP due to small size of 

the Roma population.

Interpretation of results

Indices and results of calculations are summarized in the table and graph below. 

Indicators Non-Roma Roma Moldova (HDR2006)

Life expectancy at birth, years 68.1 65.3 68.1

Adult literacy rate, % 94.9 74.9 98.4

Combined gross enrolment rate, % 83.1 42.4 70.0

GDP, PPP$ 1,729.0 1,037.4 1,729.0

Life Expectancy Index 0.718 0.672 0.718

Education Index 0.910 0.641 0.889

GDP Index 0.476 0.390 0.476

HDI 0.701 0.568 0.694

Life expectancy index for Roma is lower than for non-Roma, but not signifi cantly so (6% lower). However, 

based on the child mortality rate, health issues should be treated as of serious concern. Based on estimated child 
mortality of 28.9 per 1000 live births, it is very unlikely that the Moldovan MDG target on infant mortality of 
6.3 per 1000 live births is attainable for this group. 

Education Index is one third lower for Roma than for non-Roma and is the source of greatest concern. 
Both components of index (adult literacy rate and gross enrolment rate) are lower for Roma, refl ecting 

2 http://www.statistica.md/recensamint/Totalurile_recensamintului_populatiei.doc
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a vicious cycle of education deprivation for the Roma. Th is suggest that improved access to education, 
enrolment and social inclusion through participation in school life could be way out of this vicious cy-
cle for Roma. Th e results of the survey suggest that only 2% of parents indicated discrimination as the 
cause of non-participation of their children in education. More signifi cant barriers are economic reasons. 
33.8% of parents complained about the high cost of education3. Strikingly, 30.2% of reasons are subjective 

social factors such as early marriage or “children having reached the necessary level of study”. 

GDP Index is c.a. 18% lower for Roma. However, it has a very low value for both Roma and non-Roma, 

refl ecting the generally poor economic situation in Moldova. Interestingly the diff erence in the GDP index 

is not as dramatic as in the Education index. 

Refl ecting diff erences in the above-mentioned indexes, Human Development Index is one fi ft h lower for 

Roma than for non-Roma

Life Expectancy Education Index GDP Index HDI

non-roma 0.718 0.910 0.476 0.701

roma 0.672 0.641 0.390 0.568

Moldova (RDU2006) 0.718 0.889 0.476 0.694

3 Responses were provided for children up to 22 years old, covering all levels of education. Th us the high cost of education 

could include both direct costs (higher education) and indirect costs of actually sending children to school (for formally 

free primary, secondary and tertiary educations).






